WICIR 2020

YEAR END REPORT
2020 has been an incredibly hard year. However, it has also provided
us with the opportunity to care for each other like never before, here
is what we were able to accomplish together.

1

PROVIDED COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Provided resources in English and Spanish on how members of our community
could keep themselves safe and slow the spread of COVID-19, including
information on testing sites.

2

DISTRIBUTED $190,002.35
Partnered with Mexiquenses in Michigan and St Francis of Assisi Parish to raise
and distribute $190,002.35 of relief funds that went directly to immigrants and
their families.

3

RESPONDED TO 649 CALLS FOR HELP
Responded to 649 calls for help on our urgent response line (5X our 2019 call
volume!).

4

MET 78% OF RIDE AND LANGUAGE
SUPPORT REQUESTS
Had a total of 51 requests for interpretation and transportation support, and we
were able to meet 40 of them (the number of these requests was lower than 2019
due to covid restrictions).

5

WELCOMED AND TRAINED NEW
VOLUNTEERS
Welcomed many new volunteers and trained several new phone holders who,
despite the hardships of 2020, sought us out so that they could lend a hand.

6

DELIVERED SOAP AND COMMISSARY
FUNDS TO 2 DETENTION CENTERS
Collaborated with UM School of Public Health to deliver over 2,000 bars of soap
to community members detained in Calhoun and Monroe County Jails to provide
protection against COVID-19, as well as $1529.60 in commissary funds for phone
calls.

7

CONNECTIONS TO LEGAL RESOURCES
Worked with community members to locate detained community members and
connect them to legal resources.

8

MASK DELIVERIES
Collaborated with local crafters to make and deliver masks to community members
with essential jobs and needs for COVID protection.

9

CONGREGATIONAL SANCTUARY SUPPORT
Continued to serve and provide support as part of Washtenaw Congregational
Sanctuary.

Wasahtenaw Interfaith Coalition for Immigrant Rights * wicir.washtenaw@gmail.com
734-355-2707 (immigration emergencies only)
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10

WORK HONORED NATIONALLY
Had our work honored when former presidential candidate Julián Castro agreed
to write the foreword for the reprint of volunteer Dr. Bill Lopez’s book, Separated,
which chronicles the work WICIR did in the 2013 immigration raid.

11

ADAPTED OUR INTERNAL STRUCTURE
Internally, we restructured our committees, brought new folks into leadership,
explored new fiscal sponsorship, and decided to become a 501c3.

12

TEEN GROUP ONGOING
Our Teen Group kept going despite not being able to meet in person, and three
members participated in Drive Michigan Forward video campaign asking young
people where they will go once we get driver’s licenses for all back in Michigan.

We couldn't have done
this work without you.
Thank you!

Mural painted by beloved community member Alejandro Chinchilla, deported 2020.

